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November 20, 2008
To:  
San Mateo County Planning & Building

Attn: Camille Leung, Planner

455 County Center 2nd Floor

Redwood City, CA 94063

Fax 650-363-4849
From: Lisa Ketcham, President, Pillar Ridge Homeowners Association

 175 Culebra Ln, Moss Beach, Ca 94038

Re:  EIR Scoping for Big Wave Wellness Center and Office Park
Pillar Ridge has 800 to 900 residents and is located on Airport St. just north of the proposed office park.   We are a community of 227 single-story owner-occupied manufactured homes.
In assessing effects on traffic flow on Capistrano and through Princeton, please note, we have not yet seen the traffic impact of the new (but unopened) harbor development on Capistrano Rd. as we try to access our community by car.  Any attempt to use Cypress St. as an alternative route will also impact residents of the Seal Cove neighborhood who are limited to the same access, with Cypress problematic due to no traffic light at Hwy 1.  

Increased traffic through Princeton and on Airport St. will affect pedestrians and bicyclists from our low income community as people without cars try to negotiate the narrow streets without sidewalks in Princeton, and particularly Airport St. which has fast cars.  On-street parking further complicates the already dangerous situation.  We have residents, often with baby strollers, going to El Granada to pick up children at school or buy groceries, and others going to work by bicycle.

The tsunami escape route for Pillar Ridge residents will be impacted by hundreds of additional cars from the office park making it impossible to exit left on Airport St. from our community.

Please consider the effect of a well water source for the Big Wave project on the 3 wells at Pillar Ridge, in addition to MWSD’s airport wells.

The huge scale, by coastside standards, of the proposed office park with four 3-story “blocky warehouse type” office buildings would dramatically change our quiet rural residential neighborhood which was named for our most prominent feature, the ridge behind.  The 3-story buildings will block view of the ridge behind them and visually overwhelm our community.
Please assess the condition of the drainage culvert that leads from the SW corner of Pillar Ridge under an old access road and into the marsh.  It isn’t clear if the culvert is on Big Wave or county property, but road clearing work on Big Wave property in 12/05  resulted in a large amount of vegetation and dirt being pushed into the marsh directly over the outfall of this culvert causing extensive flooding at Pillar Ridge.  The culvert itself is old and corroded and we are concerned about its ability to withstand heavy vehicles if this access road should come back into use.  All drainage from Pillar Ridge, the open space fields to the north and the hillside above must pass through this culvert or Pillar Ridge will flood.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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