December 10, 2009

San Mateo Co. Planning Dept.

Attn: Camille Leung, Planner

455 County Center, 2nd Floor

Redwood City, CA 94063

Re:  Big Wave Project DEIR, Aesthetics
The affordable housing community of Pillar Ridge was named for the salient geographic feature of its location, the ridge that rises up behind it.  We have a sense of place.  We can look around and see it is unique, with its landmark Point, its harbor, its bluffs and coastal scrub, its fields, marsh and willows.  
Big Wave wants to build next door to our single story homes, a row of buildings so large that the ridge behind them will be hidden from view.  They propose to plant a row of tall trees not seen around here to hide these buildings.  The trees will not restore our sense of place.  The proposed views along Airport St., with or without the trees, will look like they could be anywhere, lost in urban sprawl.

The Draft EIR states that “Landscaped and restored wetland areas would provide a buffer between the proposed project and the existing residential uses to the north.”   This is literally a buffer consisting of a large parking lot, 2 dumpsters, and a narrow row of trees between a single-story residential neighborhood and 50-foot tall buildings.

We need story poles so that the public and decision-makers can understand the visual impacts of this project.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Iris Rogers

149 Barranca 

Moss Beach, Ca 94038
